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Leaving Sodom, Leaving Egypt

NAASEH

EPISODE COMPANION

Parallels between Genesis 18-19 and Exodus 2-14

The Outcry
God intervenes because of a cry that rises up, and He both sees and, in an ambiguous way, knows.

EGYPT Exodus 2:23-25
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During those many days the king of Egypt died. The Israelites
groaned under the slavery and cried out, and their plea rose up
to God from the slavery. God heard their moaning, and God
remembered His covenant with Avraham, with Yitzchak, and with
Yaakov. God saw the Israelites, and God knew.

Exodus 3:7
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Hashem said: | have surely seen the suffering of My people in
Egypt, and | have heard their outcry because of their
taskmasters, for | know their pain.

SODOM Genesis 18:20-21
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Hashem said: The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is so great,

and their sin so very heavy! | will go down and see whether they

have done entirely as the outcry that has reached Me; and if not,
| will know.

Matzah and Feet
An evening meal of matzah is eaten, with attention to everyone’s feet.

EGYPT Exodus 12:8, 11
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(8) They shall eat the meat on this night, roasted over fire, with
matzot and bitter herbs. (11) This is how you shall eat it: your
waist belted, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. Eat it in haste; it is a Pesach offering to Hashem.

SODOM Genesis 19:2-3
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(2) He said, “Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant’s house.
Spend the night and wash your feet, then rise early and go on
your way.” They said, “No, we will spend the night in the square.”
(3) He pressed them hard, so they turned aside to him and came

into his house. He made them a feast and baked matzot, and
they ate.

DIFFERENCE Shoes on, ready to go, vs. barefoot, ready to stay for a while

The Doorway

The question is whether to go out through the petach, the doorway, or stay inside.

EGYPT Exodus 12:22

After a break for the laws of Pesach
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Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood in the basin, and touch
the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. And
none of you shall go out of the doorway of his house until
morning.

SODOM Genesis 19:6
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Lot went out to them, to the doorway, and shut the door behind
him.

DIFFERENCE Israelites are forbidden to leave their houses
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The Destroyers
The force sent against the place is called a mashchit, a destroyer.

EGYPT Exodus 12:23
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Hashem will pass through to strike Egypt. He will see the blood
on the lintel and on the two doorposts, and Hashem will pass
over the doorway and will not let the destroyer enter your
houses to strike.

SODOM Genesis 19:13
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For we are about to destroy this place...

A Great Cry

A great cry from the place is bound up with its destruction.

EGYPT Exodus 12:30
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Pharaoh rose in the night, he and all his servants and all Egypt,
and there was a great outcry in Egypt, for there was no house
without someone dead.

SODOM Genesis 19:13, continued
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For their outcry has grown great before Hashem, and Hashem
has sent us to destroy it.

DIFFERENCE Cause and effect are swapped

Get Up, Go Out
The same command, kumu tze'u, sends them out of the place.

EGYPT Exodus 12:31

After another brief break for the laws of Pesach
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He called for Moshe and Aharon in the night and said, “Get up,
go out from among my people, both you and the Israelites, and
go serve Hashem as you said.”

SODOM Genesis 19:14
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Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his
daughters, and said, “Get up, go out of this place, for Hashem is
destroying the city.” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be
joking.

DIFFERENCE Host Egypt is actually the one expelling the Israelites

Delay and Force

Leaving involves delaying, and being taken out by force.

EGYPT Exodus 12:39 :
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(39) They baked the dough they had brought out of Egypt into
cakes of matzah, for it had not risen; they had been driven out of
Egypt and could not delay, nor had they made provisions for
themselves.

Exodus 12:33
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(33) Egypt pressed hard on the people to send them out of the
land quickly, for they said, “We are all dead.”

*
Verse 39 falls out of sequence, but it records what did not happen:
there was no delay between verses 30 and 33.

SODOM Genesis 19:16
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He delayed. So the men seized his hand, his wife’s hand, and the
hands of his two daughters, in Hashem’s compassion for him, and
they brought him out and set him down outside the city.

DIFFERENCE Israelites aren’t given a chance to delay
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Finding Favor
Someone finds chen, favor, in another’s eyes.

EGYPT Exodus 12:36
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Hashem gave the people favor in the eyes of Egypt, and they
lent to them, and they emptied out Egypt.

SODOM Genesis 19:19
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Look, your servant has found favor in your eyes, and you have
shown me great kindness in saving my life. But | cannot escape
to the mountain, or the evil will overtake me and | will die.

DIFFERENCE Finding favor with the angels vs. with the Egyptians

The Close Place

A route or refuge is described as karov, close.

EGYPT Exodus 13:17

After the laws of the Pesach offering and of the firstborn

DAY?D TI¥ 777 °P2X 073 X?) DY DX 1379 12w *1) (1)

’l:ltgf] n@gbn DI]NjZ_I oyo on e D’P'bijf AN 7D NI :ﬁ'lg 2
TR

When Pharaoh sent the people out, God did not lead them by
way of the land of the Philistines, because it was close; for God
said, “The people may change their minds when they see war,
and return to Egypt.”

SODOM Genesis 19:20
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Look, this city is close enough to flee to, and it is small. Let me
escape there; isn’t it small? And my Llife will be saved.

DIFFERENCE God specifically avoids taking the Israelites to the close place

Looking Back
The root 1.X.1. marks the final look back.

EGYPT Exodus 14:13
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Moshe said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and see
Hashem'’s salvation, which He will bring about for you today; for
the Egyptians you see today, you will never see again.”

SODOM Genesis 19:26
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His wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

DIFFERENCE God doesn’t give the Israelites the option of seeing Egypt again

Notice another parallel? Write to ari®naasehpodcast.com
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